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Updates from the Director
2010 US National Championship

August 23-28, 2010

Battle Creek, Michigan

August 5, 2010

With the US National Championship less than three weeks away, I want to bring everyone up to date on a number of important topics.  The BFA/HACD approved a number of changes at its annual meeting and these have been tested at a number of events throughout the summer.  Doing some homework now will save lots of time at the General Briefing and provide you the tools to avoid penalties and perform to your maximum potential.
Competition Map

The official competition map (jpg) and the calibration file (map) are available for downloading from the BFA web site.  You may also use this link to download the competition map (jpg): 

http://www.mediafire.com/?ubmov33ov8gmvc2
You will receive one (1) printed map at on-site registration (Monday, August 23).  If you pre-ordered printed maps to be mailed to you, those are scheduled to be mailed by August 5.
The map includes two critical changes that make the 2009 map obsolete.  The 2010 map was developed using WGS 84 map datum to facilitate the development of precise pre-approved intersection targets to be used in PDG and FON tasks.  Our staff has developed a list of 315 intersection targets and these are depicted on the competition map along with a 3-digit identifier.  This email has an attachment of a spreadsheet file of the intersections and a MapSource (gdb) file containing the intersection UTM coordinates.  I suggest that you proof read and compare the printed list to the GPS data file.  If any discrepancies are noted, please advise me immediately.
Technology Changes

The use of GPS loggers to monitor competitors’ flights and provide track points for scoring purposes has changed for 2010.  Approved by the HACD and tested this summer, we believe these new policies will be welcomed and embraced by the competitors.  The principal change involves the use of the pilot’s personal (approved model meeting the requirements of Rules II.17 and 6.9 thru 6.13) GPS logger as the primary scoring device.  The HACD-provided Garmin Geko 201 will now serve as the backup to your personal GPS as well as provide secure data to evaluate the completeness and accuracy of your personal GPS.

Competitors are now permitted to carry their personal GPS (primary) in the basket and use it for navigation.  In order for this to be implemented, each competitor is responsible to ensure that their personal GPS meets the requirements of the rules noted above and is set up in accordance with those rules and the guidance provided as an attachment to this document.  It is important to note that these changes are not optional.  If you do not have or are unwilling to provide a GPS meeting the requirements of the rules, your track-based results will be provided solely by the Garmin Geko 201 attached to the envelope of your balloon and you will not have the availability of any back-up device.
When setting up any GPS logger that you may use for the Championship, please note that the map and all coordinate references will be in Map Datum WGS 84.

Rules
The official rules have been posted on the BFA web site for some time now and you should have had an opportunity to review the major changes.  The following rules are of significance due to recent changes and/or clarifications or modifications in application from 2009.  You will receive a printed rule book during on-site registration.  Please review these rules before attending the General Briefing:

· II.10
RECALL PROCEDURE

· II.11
GOAL CENTER 
· II.12  
GOALS SELECTED BY A COMPETITOR 
· II.17   
DETAILS FOR USE OF GPS-LOGGERS 
· II.24   
2D, MODIFIED 3D AND 3D SCORING    
ALTITUDES
· 6.9   
GPS-LOGGERS

· 6.10   
HANDLING

· 6.12
GPS-LOGGER FAILURE
· APPENDIX F    GPS-LOGGER DISTANCE 


MEASUREMENTS AND 


SCORING BANDS
· APPENDIX G   
COMPETITOR DECLARED


GOALS IN GPS-LOGGER 


EVENTS

Prize Fund
The total available prize fund for competitors is $14,400.  The distribution is detailed on an attachment.
Personal Logger Registration

In an effort to speed up on-site pilot registration, we ask that you pre-register any personal GPS logger you intend to use as either your primary scoring unit or as an additional backup.  You may register this information with Bob Humbert via email at mageehum@comcast.net.  When registering please include the following information: GPS Make, Model, and Serial Number.  We will still need to review the unit during registration but having this information in advance will greatly simplify the process.  Be sure to bring your computer interface cord in case it is unique.
Pilot and Crew Chief Cell Phone Registration

We intend to implement a system of automated text messages sent to pilots and crew chiefs in case of a recall or other emergency communication.  You and/or your crew chief must have a functioning cell phone with text messaging capability.  Recall messages will be sent to all participants via a mass messaging service.  Please email Lynn Sullivan at LynthiaRae@aol.com with both the pilot and crew chief phone number including area code for use in the recall system.
Please feel free to contact me at 330.323.4455 should you have any questions on any of the above.

Soft landings

Maury Sullivan

Event Director

SET-UP INSTRUCTIONS FOR BFA-PROVIDED

GEKO 201 AND PERSONAL GPS-LOGGERS

MAIN MENU - SETUP:

· SYSTEM

· Make sure WAAS is enabled
· UNITS 

· Position Format – UTM UPS

· Map Datum – WGS 84

· TIME

· Time Zone – US Eastern

· UTC Offset –  -05 hours
· Daylight Savings - Auto

MAIN MENU – TRACKS:

· SETUP

· Wrap When Full – ON
· Record Method – TIME

· Interval – 00 hrs  00 mm  03 sec

PLEASE CLEAR OLD TRACKS BEFORE EACH FLIGHT!

CELL PHONES AND TWO-WAY RADIOS

Cell phone and hand held radio transmissions can interfere with GPS reception causing disruption (“spiking”) in the tracks.  Avoid using your cell phone or radio in the vicinity of goals where you may be scored by track point!

TURNING ON THE GEKO 201 GPS LOGGER

Occasionally a Geko 201 unit will spontaneously shut off about 1 minute after it is switched on.  It is prudent to recheck the unit about two minutes after turning it on.  If it is still on there is not a problem.  We suggest keeping the Geko with the basket and turning it on during cold inflation.  Before going ‘hot’ ensure that the unit is receiving and then attach it to the envelope as required.  The red button on the right side of the face of the unit is used to turn the unit on and off.  

PERSONAL GPS LOGGER UPDATES

All competitors are encouraged to visit the web site of your logger manufacturer and upload any available updates.  Logger updates are crucial to the seamless downloading of critical track information.

NON-SENSORY GPS LOGGERS

Competition rules require the use of non-sensory (no barometric adjusted altitude) GPS models.  You must be thoroughly familiar with Rules II.17 and 6.9 thru 6.13.  While we do not endorse any particular model, the following meet the minimum requirements of the competition rules for 2010:

	GPS Map 60
	GPS Map 62

	eTrex Legend HCx
	eTrex H

	GPS Map 60 Cx
	GPS 60
	eTrex Legend H
	eTrex Venture HC

	GPS Map 76
	Geko 201
	eTrex Legend*
	Rino 520*

	GPS Map 76 Cx
	Oregon 200
	eTrex Legend Cx*
	

	GPS Map 78

	Dakota 10
	
	


* Listed as a discontinued model on Garmin web site.
	Prize Fund Distribution

	US National Championship

	2010

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1st
	$  3000
	
	
	
	

	2nd
	2000
	
	
	
	

	3rd
	1000
	
	
	
	

	4th
	800
	
	
	
	

	5th
	750
	
	
	
	

	6th
	600
	
	
	
	

	7th
	500
	
	
	
	

	8th
	400
	
	
	
	

	9th
	350
	
	
	
	

	10th
	250
	
	
	
	

	11th-25th
	150
	
	
	
	

	26th-50th
	100
	
	
	
	

	
	$14,400 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note 1:  Should the Championship be cancelled for any reason 

	and no General Briefing is held, each registered competitor's 

	entry fee will be refunded.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Note 2:  If any task/flight requirements are not met in accordance 

	with Section VI (c), 50% of the above prize purse will be evenly 

	distributed among the competitive participants answering roll

	call at the General Briefing.**
	
	
	


Sample Pilot Declaration Form

PILOT DECLARATION
TASK #____6_____   
PILOT #___23______   
NAME ____John Nailsit____________
INTERSECTION # __322___
Goal Reference ______/______





(If Applicable)


Pilot Signature:         John Nailsit__________________
Declaration Time


(if applicable)





______: ______ :______








